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wr D G Collings
shire Secretary
snire of Mornington

PO Box 78
MORKINGTON 3931

pear Mr Collings

[ refer to your letter of 10 January 1984 (ynur
145/00) regarding the effect on water supply and
consequence of the disconnection of electricity

extreme fire danger. -

| have discussed this matter with the State Electricity C
has advised me as follows:

“The Commissfon has prepared, as part of its overall strategy ple
bushfire prevention, operational contingency plans for the poss ible
¥ disconnection, on days of extreme fire danger, of areas where fire

f' prevention works are not complete.

“These contingency plans are only to be used as a last resort act
areas identified to be at risk and only after extensive patrollin
verified the Commission's concern for a particular location.
action will be considered for Country Fire Authority zones
Authority declares a day of 'Extreme Fire Danger' for that
addition, before any decision is actually taken to disconnect
anticipation of possible problems, the circumstances and detal
considered by the Commission's senior management. i—ae

*All electricity supply regions in the State have been dir
out bushfire prevention measures with priority given to
of supply to assential services such as the Country
Forests Commission, State Rivers and Water Su

sewerage boards, Telecom, hospitals, food pr:
preparation of the contingency plans, due con
to the need to maintain supply to these essen
maximum possible extent, :

virtually completed and the Commission
withdrawn as a fire prevention measure.

:
j{ *gushfire mitigation works in the Shir
will not be disconnected should a fire
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“Lime. The likelihood © interruption to supply for rea
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{3 aleo0 pofnted out that suw\* is mmll{m‘ :
eallations under the Commission's standard Conditi
that there is no guarantee 2 {nst {nterruption

prevention is far less than that for other reasons.
s e s i v S PR
*I¢ would be fmpractical for the Comaission to supply &
1 services under emergency

portable generators for all essentia
condittons. In those cases where maintenance of supply to an
installation is critical, it {e required that the consumer 2
permanent provision for standdby supply.” A gl
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The Commission is very much aware of the need to maintain supjﬂy to "aE
fident that the Commission will only

essential services and 1 am con
resort to the disconnection of supply when that course of action is
fal in the interests of the community. e

deemed essent

Yours sincerely

(Sed) DAVID WHITE ‘Q .

David White
MINISTER FOR MINERALS AND ENERGY

Submitted to the Hon the Ministes

for » nature

SECRETARY



Advise received frdmiﬁeuerai-nanggﬁﬁ
of Minerals snd.Enexgy-has-ngreﬁﬂ
rurned off where conditions due Lo WE

constitute a high risk of starting & Lo
(Refer Appendix A. for copy of report b

Discussions with €
with regional managers in th
may have to implement this ©
number of areas which might 101
Appendix B. for the four regiané of
politan, Gippsland, North Midlands

The approach taken toO date is to gather the

available from the 5.E.C. regions, It
authorities in possibly-affec;ed areas can be
delayed due to the 5.E.C. regions still curren
position. £

All operating areas of the Commission,
Diversions, are being forwarded this
Districts, Construction activities and
Authorities likely to be affected be advis
option by the S.E.C. Local diversions
and will have to be left to Diversiong Sec
priate action. T

1t will be the responsibility of each |
etc. to contact the S.E.C. regiom ta p
assets which might be affected by this
to take the necessary standby action as

The contacts in each S.E.C. rggiﬁﬁ' "m
example there are some 10 Main U:haﬁ'BhTfL

may be affected by this proposal.)



_ ;ﬁigghldbtidﬁ of turning off po
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09/29/2009

,.E.C. have advised the fo

(a) Prior to implgmenttnaﬁthé
or emergency services the S.
affected will be advised by reg

(b) Arrangements have been made bebwégﬁ t
< E.C. that advice on Pﬂﬂdins'extre¢e fire
Teceived in the evening before the

will be _
day for each region involved. Upon recelp
advice the S.E.C. regional manager, with co

the General Manager - Supply, will decide whe
areas should be disconnected.
sconnection to.esseﬂtiﬁlséﬁi$iﬁﬁﬁ'
etc. will be made available as soon as practical but
unlikely to be until late evening prior to the de N
day. Disconnection could be from 6 to 36 hours in

tion.

Advice of any such di

C. assets of known concern will be
patrolled by S.E.C. officers and if all conditions (ma:
hot weather and high winds) are met, which place S.
assets as a high risk to starting a fire; requests wi
be made for disconnection of power from this asset.
these circumstances little warning will be avail:
essential services but the g,E.C. advises that

of cut-off in these instances is 1ikely to omly |
hours (generally while wind conditions are of

(c) In addition, S.E.

le
ati

The General Manager - Supply, S.E.C., has stressed that tu
power supplies is a last resort option only, but it must
as a real possibility in areas of concern. It was stressed
essential service authorities should identify their assets O
in order that continuing work maintenance programmes by the
may be able to be adjusted to ensure such essential sefwidﬁ
would not be affected by the power-off option. '

Contacts within the Commission are as follows:



v At R e

Nerth Nidlands

South Western

(@p)
O
O
QN |
Tt
(@p)
@\
D
(@p)
O




/29/2009

overall strategy plan for
sked to prepare nmn-'_:t_nn,ll

possible aisconnection of areas where the o

may be incomplete at the onset of the extreme jire d
requested t° rake into account the social jmpact of !
particular. the necessity to maintain supply to |
water SUpPlY: communications, hospitals, food Pr

§ were a

Because disconnection of supply is an anathema to an OF
sat up to provide supply, the above directive gerved to
works and £O prompt effective plar

supplies.

complete pushfire pravuntion
works to retain essential service
ction of supply wou

is as follows:

1d be 2 last resort action only.

pisconneé

our intended approach

spurs Or loca

1 areas
ressively elimi £ing

Regions have jdentified those lines,
where work is incomplete and are Prod
these as work continues.

ing held with regional representa
£ essential pumping i

Discussions are be
rer Boards

gtate Rivexrs to ensuré tha
d to jdentify any local Wa

recognised an
be contacted.

Arrangements ¥
cur Regions of
total fire pan stage) -
verified with the CFA.

patrols ©
jed to have some out

with our opexra
of conditions,
for fire jnitiation fyrom our a

aisconnection of part oF
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Attached are a tabulation and locality
which are presently being assessed by the & -
State Electricity Commission of victoria with r
on extreme fire danger days.

only a list of those lines presently being assessed wi
potential. Under no circumstances does this advice i
considers any of these lines to be unsafe or hazardou
cemditions.

The 5.E.C.V. acsesament of these lines will be completed sar:
and a short list of lines which it considers should be shu
extreme climatic conditions finalised by mid January.

Arrangements have been made for the S.E.C.V. to advise the
Camperdown District Centre as soon as any of the lines included c
attached list are given the "all clear". Head Office will s
be advised by this Centre.

In general, work proposed on thoee lines tabulated,buﬁ ngg L1
completion A.S.A.P., is major and is therefore not expected to
before the end of the 1983/84 summer. e

The S.E.C.V. will be formally advising all consumers supplied
included on the mid January short list of the possibilict
shut off during periode of extreme weather conditions.

The 5.E.C.V. intend to continuously monitor climatic conditions
the summer. It Ls not intended to have a blanket shut down of
included on the short 1ist on Total Fire Ban days. Climatic
will be constantly monitored in conjunction with the Country Fir
and only the minimum number of lines will be shut down for the
time. It is therefore considered very unlikely that any one line
ghut down for greater than 24 hours at a time.
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g, The 5.E.C.V. officers expressed concern m&

informed of possible shut downs of supply ing
as a result of these enquiries and stressed that affici
come from the S.E.C.V. after their current nmmggt

No 5.R.§ W.5.C. works in the Otway District ur],u, u ;,q

It appears that the only Local Authorities which my be alfected
be those servicing Peterborough, Ceelong, Moriac and Caramut.

/;f/z“

R. C. McLean
Acting Digtrict Engine
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High Fire Risk)

Coliban System - Works Affected

Crusoe Reservolr
No. 7 Reservair -
Lake Eppalock
Harcourt Chlorinator
Taradale Pumps 4+ Chlorinator
ﬁ"’-:.!'\-\-..\;:“-h.\.\-.r T-“_“r o Chdaresdver

Tounships and Areas Affected

Huntly , Epsom, Marong, Maiden Gully. Junortoun, Strathfieldsaye, LaCk!pﬂdi-
Big Hill, Ravenswood, Harcourt, Barkers Creek, Maldon, Fryerstowm,

Taradale.

:
]
; R —:- .-" ;

Waterworks Trusts(Partly/Totally Affected)

Elmore, Goornong, Colbinabbin, Woodend, Trentham, Malmebury, Macedon,
Lancefield, Pyalong, Bealiba, Avoca, St. Arnaud, Rochester.

$mall Towns/Localities that may be Affected (Partly or Wholly)

gullengarcock, Tylden, Blackwood, Barrﬁhef, Newbury, Little Hamptom,
Baynton, Sidomwo, Pipers Creek, High Park, Heskett, Cher-okee, g
Darraweit Guwn , Redesdale, Talbot, Dunnolly, Tarmagulla, Laanecoorie,
Volcano Reservoir, Piangil, Nyah, Natya, Ultima, Hurrabit, Myall,

Macorna, Torrumbarrs (unbower, Nth Lockington, Dingee, Prai:;a,_ﬁgff
Mitismo East Loddon, Kamarooka, Calivil, Ysrrawalla Sth, Piaveda
Corop. Strathallan, Lockington, Boamawm, Ballendella, Hinnlllllf'?
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